
S.Naresh kumar,et.al, International Journal of Computers, Electrical and Advanced Communication 
Engineering [IJCEACE]TM. National E-Conference on Communication and Computing (NECCC)-2021. 
Organized by R&D-CSE, Swami Vivekananda Institute of Technology. Volume 10, Issue 20, PP: 120 - 126, 
AUG - DEC’ 2021. 
 

 
 

 
 

International Journal of Computers, Electrical and Advanced Communications Engineering 

                                               Vol.10 (20), ISSN: 2250-3129, AUG-DEC’ 2021                             PP: 120 - 126                                                                                                                                         

    

New Education Policy:Challenges and Opportunities 

S. Naresh kumar 1*, T.suresh babu 2*  

1-Assistant professor,SVIT,Mail id:Sungasalanaresh@gmail.com,Cell:8125345300 

          2- Assistant professor,SVIT,Mail id:sureshbabutelagathoti992@gmail.com,Cell:7842404094 

Abstract:The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 is the first education policy of the 21st 

century, and aims to address the many growing developmental imperatives of our country. In 

particular, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by India along with all 

United Nations Member States in 2015, includes critically the sustainable development goal 

4(SDG4) to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all” by 2030. This Policy proposes the revision and revamping of all aspects of 

the education structure, including its regulation and governance, to create a new system that is 

aligned with the aspirational goals of 21st century education, including SDG4, while building 

upon India’s traditions and value systems. The National Education Policy 2020 lays particular 

emphasis on the development of the creative potential of each individual. It is based on the 

principle that education must develop not only cognitive capacities - both the ‘foundational 

capacities ’of literacy and numeracy and ‘higher- order’ cognitive capacities, such as critical 

thinking and problem solving – but also social, ethical, and emotional capacities and 

dispositions. This article deals with the challenges and opportunities of new education policy. 
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I.INTRODUCTION 

The world is undergoing rapid changes in the 

knowledge landscape. With various dramatic 

scientific and technological advances, such as the 

rise of big data, machine learning, and artificial 

intelligence, many unskilled jobs worldwide may 

be taken over by machines, while the need for a 

skilled workforce, particularly involving 

mathematics, computer science, and data 

science, in conjunction with multidisciplinary 

abilities across the sciences, social sciences, and 

humanities, will be increasingly in greater 

demand. With climate change, increasing 

pollution, and depleting natural resources, there 

will be a sizeable shift in how we meet the 

world’s energy, water, food, and sanitation 

needs, again resulting in the need for new skilled 

labour, particularly in biology, chemistry, physics, 

agriculture, climate science, and social science. 

The growing emergence of epidemics and  

pandemics will also call for collaborative research 

in infectious disease management and 

development of vaccines and the resultant social 

issues heightens the need for multidisciplinary 

learning. There will be a growing demand for 

humanities and art, as India moves towards 

becoming a developed country as well as among 

the three largest economies in the world. Indeed, 

with the quickly changing employment landscape 

and global ecosystem, it is becoming increasingly 

critical that children not only learn, but more 

importantly learn how to learn. Education thus, 

must move towards less content, and more 

towards learning about how to think critically and 

solve problems, how to be creative and 

multidisciplinary, and how to innovate, adapt, 

and absorb new material in novel and changing 

fields. Pedagogy must evolve to make education 

more experiential, holistic, integrated, inquiry-

driven, discovery-oriented, learner- centred, 

discussion-based, flexible, and, of course,  
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enjoyable. The curriculum must include basic 

arts, crafts, humanities, games, sports and 

fitness, languages, literature, culture, and values, 

in addition to science and mathematics, to 

develop all aspects and capabilities of learners; 

and make education more well- rounded, useful, 

and fulfilling to the learner. 

Education must build character, enable learners 

to be ethical, rational, compassionate, and 

caring, while at the same time prepare them for 

gainful, fulfilling employment. Education is a form 

of learning in which the knowledge, skills and 

habits of a group of people are transferred from 

one generation to the next through teaching, 

training or research. Education has the power to 

uplift you. It is essential for growth and overall 

development and enables you to have new ideas 

and thoughts. It helps us to communicate our 

thoughts and ideas and enablesus to look at the 

world differently and from our perspective. It 

helps us build relations and provides a common 

ground on which a Societycan begin to thrive. 

The gap between the current state of learning 

outcomes and what is required must be bridged 

through undertaking major reforms that bring the 

highest quality, equity, and integrity into the 

system, from early childhood care and education 

through higher education. The aim must be for 

India to have an education system by 2040 that 

is second to none, with equitable access to the 

highest-quality education for all learners 

regardless of social or economic background. 

National Education Policy 2020: Its Opportunities 

:- This National Education Policy 2020 is the first 

education policy of the 21st century and aims to 

address the many growing developmental 

imperatives of our country. This Policy proposes 

the revision and revamping of all aspects of the 

education structure, including its regulation and 

governance, to create a new system that is 

aligned with the aspirational goals of 21st 

century education, including SDG4, while building 

upon India’s traditions and value systems. The 

National Education Policy 2020 lays particular  

emphasis on the development of the creative 

potential of each individual. It is based on the 

principle that education must develop not only 

cognitive capacities - both the ‘foundational 

capacities ’of literacy and numeracy and ‘higher- 

order’ cognitive capacities, such as critical 

thinking and problem solving – but also social, 

ethical, and emotional capacities and 

dispositions. 

Highlights of National Education Policy 2020 :- 

The National Education Policy 2019 envisions an 

India centered education system that contributes 

directly to transforming our nation sustainably 

into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society, 

by providing high quality education to all. It 

draws inputs and disciplines from vast amount of 

India’s heritage. The countries education system 

contributed many scholars including Charaka and 

Susruta, Aryabhata, Bhaskaracharya, Chanakya, 

Patanjali, and Panini, and many others. Through 

such eminent people, the country made seminal 

contributions to world knowledge in varied fields 

such as mathematics, astronomy, metallurgy, 

civil engineering and architecture, shipbuilding 

and navigation, medical science and surgery, 

yoga, fine arts, chess, etc. The entire Indian 

education system is founded and built with such 

background, support, and inspiration. As per the 

draft, the Goal of Indian Higher Education is to 

develop good, well-rounded and creative 

individuals, with intellectual curiosity, spirit of 

service and a strong ethical compass (Aithal, P. 

S.,P. M. Suresh Kumar and Deekshitha (2015). 

The objective of the draft proposal is to provide 

multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary liberal 

education to everybody based on a proposed 

system. 

II.SALIENT FEATURES AND  THEIR FOCUSES  

OF NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 

The draft National Education policy 2019 consists 

of 23 chapters with first eight chapters pertaining 

to school education, next ten chapters pertaining 

to higher education including under-graduation,  
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post- graduation, research, teacher education, 

and professional education. This also includes the 

process of empowerment of governance, and 

effective leadership in HEIs. The next four 

chapters pertaining to additional key focus areas 

which include Technology education, vocational 

education, adult education, and promotion of 

Indian languages. Finally, the last chapter is 

related to how to transforming education by 

implementing the proposal through a central 

governing body called Rashtriya Shiksha Ayog 

(National Education Commission). To understand 

the proposed policy, in a nutshell, it is customary 

to identify the salient features and their detailed 

focus on fulfilling the proposal. Table 6 contains 

the salient features of the proposal including 

school education, Higher education, Additional 

Key Focus Areas, and Transforming Education. 

The salient features and their focuses of various 

sections of the proposal give an idea on the 

entire system and to analyze it systematically. 

(Tilak, J. B. (2015) 

The Government of India is currently 

investigating the feasibility of implementation of 

a revised education system called New Education 

Policy (NEP) in order to modernize and 

streamline education right from the early 

elementary or preliminary schooling system for 

children and adults. The NCERT will devise 

curricula from pre- primary to Class 12 to bring 

in some flexible approach and focus on 

numeracy, critical thinking, languages and 

knowledge of India, among other aspects. The 

idea is to replace the traditional 10 plus 2 

system. Some of the major recommendations of 

the NEP are: 

• Replacing the 10+2 system, (replacing „high 

stakes‟ Class 10and 12 exams) with subject-wise 

„modular‟ assessments anytime between Classes 

9 and 12. 

• "Census Examinations" for classes 3, 5 and 8 to 

track progress throughout the school experience. 

• Deregulating higher education to allow 

students to opt for courses, exit them mid-way 

and resume them at fully autonomous public and 

private institutes. 

The NEP is driven by an emphasis on a 

„liberalized and flexible education system which 

allows for mobility as well as exposure to the 

liberal arts. It underlines the glory of ancient 

Indian universities of Nalanda andTakshashila 

and their liberal‟ approach to education. It 

underlines the need to bring in the rich Indian 

culture, tradition and knowledge systems as well 

as ethics, constitutional values and contribution 

to community or „seva‟ in the education system. 

(Sujatha Ramesh, Dr. K. Natarajan 2019). 

III.IMPLEMENTATION 

Any policy’s effectiveness depends on its 

implementation. Such implementation will require 

multiple initiatives and actions, which will have to 

be taken by multiple bodies in a synchronized 

and National Education Policy 2020 systematic 

manner. Therefore, the implementation of this 

Policy will be led by various bodies including 

MHRD, CABE, Union and State Governments, 

education-related Ministries, State Departments 

of Education, Boards, NTA, the regulatory bodies 

of school and higher education, NCERT, SCERTs, 

schools, and HEIs along with timelines and a plan 

for review, in order to ensure that the policy is 

implemented in its spirit and intent, through 

coherence in planning and synergy across all 

these bodies involved in education. 

Strengthening the Central Advisory Board of 

Education :- Achieving successful implementation 

of this policy demands a long- term vision, 

availability of expertise on a sustained basis, and 

concerted action from all concerned 

encompassing National, State, institutional, and 

individual levels. In this context, the Policy 

recommends strengthening and empowering the 

Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) 

which will have a much greater mandate and not 
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 only a forum for widespread consultation and 

examination of issues relating to educational and 

cultural development. The remodeled and 

rejuvenated CABE shall also be responsible for 

developing, articulating, evaluating, and revising 

the vision of education in the country on a 

continuous basis, in close collaboration with 

MHRD and the corresponding apex bodies of 

States. It shall also create and continuously 

review the institutional frameworks that shall 

help attain this vision. To bring the focus back on 

education and learning, it is desirable that the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development 

(MHRD) be re-designated as the Ministry of 

Education (MoE). 

Reforms in school curriculum to allow vocational 

skill training, preparation of holistic report card 

and local language as medium of instruction will 

be part of the initial reforms. It will be the 

responsibility of individual schools to change the 

format of the report card by 2022. NEP 2020 calls 

for a 360-degree change in the way academic 

knowledge is being imparted in classrooms. 

When NEP 2020 was first announced,the medium 

of instruction turned out to be a bone of 

contention. However, during the initial 

discussions, the state governments and 

education experts pointed out that using the 22 

official languages in the eighth schedule would 

mean that the entire syllabus/books would need 

to be translated. This could prove to be a 

challenge when it comes to lesser-spoken 

languages where finding teachers would be 

difficult. 

As part of the implementation programme, the 

1.08 million government schools will take the 

lead in preparing a year-long structured 

curriculum for vocational education programmes. 

For technology-based subjects like coding, 

external partners could be invited to teach 

students. Preparation of a holistic report card for 

schoolchildren is among the top-most priorities of 

the government. The idea is to promote not just 

academic development but also physical activities 

 like sports, martial arts, music and dance. 

Will there be implementation challenges? :- The 

new National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 brings 

in ambitious changes that could transform the 

education system. But the key here is good 

implementation and execution. The National 

Education Policy 2020 is a welcome and 

ambitious re-imagination of India's education 

system into a modern, progressive and equitable 

one. Successful execution of this policy calls for 

dramatic simplification of decision- making 

structures and re-prioritization of budgetary 

resources in months and years to come. 

Though a step-by-step approach has been 

adopted to implement the first set of reforms, 

education experts said that the sheernumber of 

schools and students could delay the process. 

Government data shows that there are 239.9 

million students enrolled across government, 

aided and private schools in India. India has 1.5 

million schools, including 1.08 million 

government schools, 84,614 aided schools and 

3,25,760 private schools. State governments also 

need to work out a consensus on the 

implementation and plan of action. Since 

education is on the Concurrent List, the real test 

of implementing the reforms will be on the 

different states and how private schools adapt to 

these changes. Given that there are around 350 

million Indians today in school-going or college- 

going age groups, the NEP calls for a large-scale 

implementation of a magnitude never before 

attempted anywhere in the world. India still 

needs to cross a wide gap to reach the state 

envisioned by the NEP 2020. 

Gaps and Challenges in the Implementation of 

the New Education Policy :- 

 The Policy talks of bringing back the 2 

crore children who are currently out of 

school back into the school system which 

requires a rapid increase in the number of 

schools as well as a massive increase in  
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the number of teachers. The first requires a huge 

investment in schoolinfrastructure and a 

substantial hike in financial allocations for the 

purpose. The second calls for more appointments 

of teachers when we already have a big number 

of existing teachers' vacancies across the country 

lying vacant with no worthwhile effort in sight to 

fill them. 

 The policy aims at doubling the gross 

enrolment ratio in higher education by the 

year 2035. To meet this goal, there needs 

to be a mushroom growth in the number 

of colleges and universities over the next 

fifteen years. Are we really up to this 

formidable challenge? 

 The policy document talks of raising the 

expenditure on education from 4.6 per 

cent to 6 per cent of the GDP. Will we be 

able to live up the promised raise? 

 The policy has been announced when we 

are sitting in the midst of a global 

pandemic which is not only eating into our 

resources because of the increased 

expenditure on public health but also 

because of the economic slowdown and 

misery it has brought in its wake, with our 

economy having contracted and looking at 

the grim prospect of further contraction in 

the coming quarters. So, in such a 

situation, will the government be able to 

spare the money that needs to be spent to 

fulfill the policy's stated goals? This is the 

million dollar question! 

 The substantial structural changes the 

policy envisages in school education will 

require vigorous, focused and continuous 

teacher training because such a change 

requires a big shift in the mindset and the 

skill set of the school teachers. Will we be 

able to do it? 

 In higher education, the policy talks of 

multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary 

studies. Sounds so good but, as the policy 

states, it will require 'exceptions'. 

 

professors who are experts in their own 

respective fields but at the same time 

have respect for and understanding of 

other disciplines as well. This again will 

require a major mindset shift as till now 

our professors have been living in their 

own silos with little appreciation and 

knowledge of other fields. 

 Technology is the backbone of learning in 

this century. The policy document refers 

to technology but fails to provide a 

direction regarding how to go about in a 

sustained manner so as to create the 

required technological eco-system for 

education. 

 As for school education, the policy talks 

about creating clusters of government 

schools but leaves private schools out of 

this scheme whereas it would have been 

much better to create common resource 

mechanisms for all schools across the 

spectrum. 

Major challenges in the implementation of NEP 

2020 : 

Opening universities every week is a herculean 

task :- India today has around 1,000 universities 

across the country. Doubling the Gross Enrolment 

Ratio in higher education by 2035 which is one of 

the stated goals of the policy will mean that we 

must open one new university every week, for 

the next 15 years. Opening one University every 

week on an ongoing basis is an undoubtedly 

massive challenge.The numbers are no less 

daunting in reforms to our school system :- The 

National Education Policy 2020 intends to bring 2 

crore children who are currently not in schools, 

back into the school system. Whichever way you 

look at it, accomplishing this over 15 years 

requires the setting up of around 50 schools 

every week. This certainly requires a substantial 

amount of investment in classrooms and campuses.  
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But it also means appointing at least 50 

headmasters every single week, and at least 

200-300 teachers every single week on an 

ongoing basis. 

Funding is a big challenge in the Covid era :- 

From a funding standpoint, this is not a challenge 

for the faint-hearted. The National Education 

Policy 2020 envisages an increase in education 

spending from 4.6% to 6% of GDP, which 

amounts to around INR 2.5 lakh crores per year. 

This money will be well-spent building schools 

and colleges across the country, appointing 

teachers and professors, and for operational 

expenses such as providing free breakfast to 

school children. What makes things tricky is that 

this policy comes into being at a time when the 

economy has been battered by Covid-19 related 

lockdowns, government tax collections are 

abysmally low, and the fiscal deficit was high 

even pre-Covid. 

Current focus on healthcare and economic 

recovery to lower the execution speed :- 

Economists have been calling for large stimulus 

packages amounting to double-digit percentages 

of GDP, despite the strain on the exchequer. 

While the National Education Policy is a 20-year 

journey, one worries that we may be off to a 

stumbling start over the next 2-3   years, when 

government and budgetary priorities are claimed 

by the more urgent but equally important needs 

of healthcare and economic recovery. 

Need to create a large pool of trained teachers :- 

In school education, the policy envisages a 

sweeping structural re-design of the curriculum a 

very welcome step. But in order to deliver this 

curriculum effectively, we need teachers who are 

trained in and understand the pedagogical needs. 

Inter-disciplinary higher education demands fora 

cultural shift:- In higher education, the National 

Education Policy 2020’s focus on inter- 

disciplinary learning is a very welcome step. 

 

Implementation will be guided by the following 

principles :- 

 Implementation of the spirit and intent of 

the Policy will be the most critical matter. 

 It is important to implement the policy 

initiatives in a phased manner, as each 

policy point has several steps, each of 

which requires the previous step to be 

implemented successfully. 

 Prioritization will be important in ensuring 

optimal sequencing of policy points, and 

that the most critical and urgent actions 

are takenup first, thereby enabling a 

strong base. 

 Comprehensiveness in implementation will 

be key; as this Policy is interconnected 

and holistic, only a full-fledged 

implementation, and not a piecemeal one, 

will ensure that thedesired objectives are 

achieved. 

 Since education is a concurrent subject, it 

will need careful planning, joint 

monitoring, and collaborative 

implementation between the Centre and 

States. 

 Timely infusion of requisite resources - 

human, infrastructural, and financial - at 

the Central and State levels will be crucial 

for the satisfactory execution of the Policy. 

 Finally, careful analysis and review of the 

linkages    between     multiple    parallel   

implementation steps will be necessary in order 

to ensure effective dovetailing of all initiatives. 

This will also include early investment in some of 

the specific actions (such as the setting up of 

early childhood care and education 

infrastructure) that will be imperative to 

ensuring a strong base and a smooth 

progression for all subsequent programmes and 

actions. Subject- wise implementation 

committees of experts in cooperation and 

consultation with other relevant Ministries will be 

set up at both the Central and State levels to 

develop detailed implementation plans for each  
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aspect of this Policy in accordance with the 

above principles to achieve the goals of the 

Policy in a clear and phased manner. 

 

IV.CONCLUSION 

The National Education Policy 2020 is in many 

ways just what India needs, as it blossoms into 

the world’s largest workforce in coming years. To 

realize the dreams it contains, we must overcome 

substantial execution challenges in a sustained 

manner for years and decades to come. Yearly 

joint reviews of the progress of implementation 

of the policy, in accordance with the targets set 

for each action, will be conducted by designated 

teams constituted by MHRD and the States, and 

reviews will be shared with CABE. In the decade 

of 2030- 40, the entire policy will be in an 

operational mode, following which another 

comprehensive review will be undertaken. A 

periodic improvement in the education system is 

essential for human development and sustainable 

progress in society. Reforms in the education 

system by considering various success models in 

developed countries and customizing such things 

with local needs is the present requirement for a 

country to prosper. 
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